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Creator

Badge: 58677 Name: Diaz, Marcus A., Jr.

Cost Center: 510 Division: FAC

Job Title: Foreman, High Voltage Employee Type: Regular Full-Time Non-Exempt
Building: 145 Lab Extension: 2-7012

General Information
Project/Activity Title: Steam line proactive tree clearing/ removal

ASO NEPA Tracking No.: 4283 Type of Funding:
B & R Code: Identifying Number: 01925
SPP Proposal Number: CRADA Proposal Number:
Work Project Number: ANL Accounting Number: (Item 3a in Field Work Proposal)

Other (explain):
List appropriate NEPA Owners:
Division: IS NEPA Owner:

Financial Plans
To select a Financial Plan, click the magnifying glass icon to open a search window.

Cost Center: 510 Project: PRJ1002943 IS - Utility Systems Phase: PHO1 General Task: PT3660: Electric Dist

Description of Proposed Action

Argonne plans to remove trees in an area and situation that has a history of tree failure north of Substation 544. Utilities plans to
remove native trees over 6" diameter, which is beyond the ASO-CX-345 Routine Grounds Activities allowance for the Argonne
Grounds group to remove trees. The trees selected for removal would be: 3 black cherry trees of 8-inch diameter, 2 black cherry
trees each 7-inches in diameter, and one hickory tree 9-inches in diameter. The trees would be removed by the Davey Tree
Service upon approval of this request. The now original steam line installation excavated into the supporting soil of the adjacent
native forest. Over time erosion and slumping of the remaining soil has weakened the tree's support. In addition, with the advent of
tree growth in size and weight, several of the immediate trees have fallen on the high voltage wires and a steam line with
commensurate damage to utilities and poses work risk to support workers. The 6 trees identified are suspected of the same risk of
tree failure and proposed for removal.

Description of Affected Environment

The affected environment is at Argonne National Lab in Lemont, IL, within the existing native woodland north of Substation 544 and
continuing northeast towards Building 108 adjacent to the existing above-ground steam line. Removal of the trees would reduce
the extent of the native forest and create a larger opening for the purpose of maintaining a utility corridor in this area. The trees are
of species and sizes supporting other life forms potentially including insects, birds, and mammals. The two tree species are
otherwise well represented in this and the remaining Argonne forested areas. The resulting clearing would be maintained as
low-growing herbaceous vegetation of a species tolerant of intermittent mowing as found throughout the Laboratory existing utility
areas.
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The trees are of a size that may support the endangered species Northern Long-Eared Bat. In
this case, the 4-D rule remains in place for tree removal until the US Fish and Wildlife Service
provides final guidance on the endangered Northern Long-Eared Bat which the Service has
stated will be issued in the latter half of 2024. Per the 4-D rule no trees shall be removed during
the pup season Junel through July 31 within 150-foot radius of a maternity roost tree.
Otherwise, tree clearing among development actions has not been shown to have a significant
negative impact to the northern long-eared bat. Assuming the presence of the Northern
Long-Eared Bat and of roost trees in the woodland at Argonne, proposed tree removal would be
scheduled between September and April to avoid the pup season. The 4-D Rule and Northern
Long-Eared Bat provisions can be found here: https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2016-00617
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Notifications

The approval notification email will be copied to the people listed below.
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ASO-CX Number
ASO-CX- 409
Comments:

This DOE NEPA CX approval is tracked as ASO-CX-409.
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2024-08-23 2024-08-23 ANL NEPA Reviewer :
13:20:27.0 Proposed removal of trees above
ASO-CX-345 limit
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2024-08-27 2024-09-03 ANL-985 ANL Deputy COO Review
10:17:31.0 and Approval :
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