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Enhancing Research Transparency

• The DOE Office of Science (SC) is enhancing transparency in the basic research 
it sponsors in the physical sciences by making more information about our 
research awards publicly accessible

• Improved research transparency will promote scientific collaboration while 
building trust and fostering accountability with the American people

• Beginning July 12, public abstracts and public research performance progress 
reports submitted for SC grants and laboratory awards will be available online 
through SC Portfolio Analysis and Management System (PAMS) 
◦ Provides an opportunity for awardees to share highlights of their accomplishments and 

impact with the broader public
◦ This webinar will focus on the changes in PAMS that enable this enhanced research 

transparency
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Changes to PAMS: Overview

• Public Progress Reports
◦ Public Progress Report contents
◦ Progress report task changes

• Laboratory Awards
◦ Public Abstract submission
◦ Public Award Search information

• Finding Public Abstracts and Progress Reports

• Future enhancements to PAMS
◦ Product reporting
◦ Laboratory Award progress reports
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Public Reporting of Scientific Progress

• SC Financial Assistance Award recipients must provide scientific and technical 
products and a public Final Technical Report to the Office of Scientific and 
Technical Information (OSTI)
◦ Scientific and technical products include journal articles, conference proceedings, books, 

scientific data, and more
◦ The OSTI.gov portal makes this information publicly available

• To complement these public products, PAMS now creates a public version of 
the required annual Progress Report for SC R&D awards
◦ The guiding questions for completing an SC progress report are based on the interagency 

Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) format
◦ Information needed to create the DOE Progress Report and the Public Progress Report will 

be collected simultaneously as part of the updated annual progress report task in PAMS
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Progress Report Comparison
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• Enables SC to assess if awardee 
have made satisfactory progress to 
justify continuing funding the award

• Includes all information from all 
RPPR sections as reported in PAMS

• May contain certain sensitive 
Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) or proprietary information 
necessary to inform the agency’s 
assessment

• Intended for public dissemination to 
share scientific accomplishments, 
highlight research products, identify 
participants, and describe benefits 
to the nation

• Based on a combination of special 
fields intended for providing public-
facing responses and select 
information provided in other fields

• Should not contain any sensitive PII 
or proprietary information

DOE Progress Report Public Progress Report
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Annual Public Progress Report Contents

• Only certain information provided in the annual progress report task in PAMS 
will become part of the Public Progress Report

• Each section of the Public Progress Report will be discussed in detail in the 
following slides
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RPPR Section Public Progress Report Contents Source

Cover Page Reduced to remove PII  Automatic

Accomplishments New dedicated public response box  New field

Products Only public products  Automatic

Participants and Collaborating 
Organizations

Aggregate information about participants, list 
of partner institutions

 Automatic

Impact New dedicated public response box  New field

Changes/Problems Not included  N/A

Special Reporting Requirements Not included  N/A
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Cover Page

 Automatically generated, no 
change to data entry

• The Public Progress Report Cover 
Page will not include PII 
associated with the Principal 
Investigator (PI) or the small 
business owner

• This includes removing the PI 
contact information and the 
Employer Identification Number 
(EIN) of the awardee institution
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Accomplishments
 New dedicated public response box
• The text provided in the first response box in 

the Accomplishments section, labeled “1. 
Accomplishments: What was done? What was 
learned? (Response for public)” will be used 
verbatim to populate the Accomplishments 
section of the Public Progress Report

• Your response should communicate your 
accomplishments to all stakeholders and 
provide transparency on the outcomes from 
public funding of research

• The response box is prepopulated with 
questions to guide development of your 
report, but including the questions as 
headings in your response is optional

• All other response boxes in the 
Accomplishments section will only be used 
for the internal DOE Progress Report

*  1. Accomplishments: What was done? What was learned? (Response for public)

The information provided in this section allows the agency to assess whether 
satisfactory  progress has been made during the reporting period. The information will 
be made available to the public to communicate the accomplishments to all 
stakeholders and provide transparency on the outcomes from public funding of 
research.  

Describe the last reporting period’s accomplishments, addressing the questions below. 

Ensure that your response does not contain any sensitive personally identifiable or 
proprietary information. Additional responses provided on this page will only be seen by 
DOE staff. The PI is reminded that the grantee is required to obtain prior written 
approval from the Contracting Officer whenever there are significant changes in the 
project or its direction. Requests for prior written approval must be submitted to the 
Contracting Officer.

[Response box, 10,000 character limit]

• What are the major goals and objectives of this project?

• What was accomplished towards these goals?  
◦ What was the technical approach?
◦ Describe progress toward completion of major activities or significant objectives 

identified in your proposal and include significant results, key outcomes, and other 
achievements.

◦ As the project progresses, the emphasis in reporting in this section should shift from 
reporting activities to reporting accomplishments.

• What do you plan to do during the next reporting period to accomplish the goals 
and objectives?

• What opportunities for training and professional development were provided for 
participants?  

• How have the results been disseminated to communities of interest? In particular, 
provide details for any dissemination not reported in the research product section 
of this report.
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Products
 Automatically generated, no change to 
data entry
• The Public Progress Report will be based 

on your complete list of products as 
reported in PAMS, but will only include 
products that have been reported as 
being publicly disseminated:
◦ Journal Articles, Conference 

Paper/Presentations, Books, Book Chapters, 
and Other Publications reported as 
“Published”

◦ Websites reported as products
◦ Patents reported as “Granted”

• All other products reported in PAMS will 
only be used for the internal DOE 
Progress Report
◦ Journal Articles that have not been 

published and patents that have not been 
granted will not be made public
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Participants and Other 
Collaborating 
Organizations
 Automatically generated, no change to 
data entry
• The Public Progress Report will include an 

aggregated table of participants based on 
the information you enter in PAMS
◦ The aggregate table will include the Number 

of People and the Total Person Months 
Worked for each Project Role

◦ Any reported High School Student 
participants will appear under the “Other” 
Project Role label in the aggregate table

◦ Participant names and contact information 
will not be made public

• A list of Partner institutions, including the 
organization name, city, state, and 
country, will be displayed in the Public 
Progress Report
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Impact
 New dedicated public response box

• The text provided in the first response box in 
the Impact section, labeled “1. Impact: What is 
the impact of the project? How has it 
contributed? (Response for public)” will be 
used verbatim to populate the Impact section 
of the Public Progress Report

• Your response should inform the taxpaying 
public and its representatives about how the 
investments they make benefit the nation

• The response box is prepopulated with 
questions to guide development of your 
report, but including the questions as 
headings in your response is optional

• All other response boxes in the Impact section 
will only be used for the internal DOE Progress 
Report

*  1.  Impact: What is the impact of the project? How has it contributed? (Response 
for public)

The taxpaying public and its representatives deserve a periodic assessment to show 
them how the investments they make benefit the nation.

Describe the last reporting period’s impact, specifically for the public, addressing the 
questions below. Detailed guidance for each of these questions is available in the 
Progress Report Instructions document, in the “View” bar above.

Ensure that your response does not contain any sensitive personally identifiable or 
proprietary information. The response provided in this box will be made publicly 
available. Additional responses provided on this page will only be seen by DOE staff. 

[Response box, 10,000 character limit]

• What was the impact on the development of the principal discipline(s) of the 
project?

• What was the impact on other disciplines?

• What was the impact on physical, institutional, and information resources that form 
infrastructure?

• What was the impact on technology transfer?
◦ Describe ways in which the project made an impact, or is likely to make an impact, 

on commercial technology or public use.
◦ Include transfer of results to entities in government or industry, instances where the 

research has led to the initiation of a start-up company, and adoption of new 
practices. 

• What was the impact on society beyond science and technology?

• What was the impact on the development of human resources?

• What percentage of the award’s budget was spent in foreign country(ies)?
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Preview and Submit Progress Report

• The “Public Progress Report” and the “DOE Progress Report” are both available 
to review before you Submit your progress report to SC
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Laboratory Awards and 
Public Abstracts

• SC is also enhancing the transparency 
of our national laboratory research 
portfolio by enhancing the information 
available to the public

• Starting July 12, when SC makes 
awards based on proposals from 
national laboratories, PAMS will:
◦ Require the awardee to submit a Public 

Abstract
◦ Add the Laboratory Award to the PAMS 

public Award Search webpage (see next 
slide)
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Pending Tasks List with Public Abstract task

Editing and Submitting Public Abstract
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Finding Public Abstracts and Progress Reports

All Public Abstracts and Public 
Progress Reports will be 
available online through the 
PAMS public Award Search
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https://pamspublic.science.energy.gov/WebPAMSExternal/Interface/Awards/AwardSearchExternal.aspx
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Future Enhancements to PAMS

• PAMS is in the process of establishing a connection to the OSTI E-Link system 
to streamline and enhance the reporting of scientific and technical products
◦ Awardees will have an efficient one-stop-shop for reporting research products!
◦ PAMS and E-Link will share information to streamline reporting and enhance discoverability
◦ E-Link capabilities to automatically insert metadata will make product reporting easier

• Laboratory Awards made after July 12 will require annual progress reporting 
through PAMS
◦ Updates will streamline award management and increase public awareness of the research 

conducted at DOE laboratories
◦ Progress report content will be based on RPPR format used for Financial Assistance Awards
◦ Product reporting will leverage the Scientific and Technical Information Program (STIP)
◦ Public Progress Reports will be generated as part of the annual reporting process
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Portfolio Analysis and Management System
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